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«By the King. 


4A Proclamation for the better incouragement and 


aduancement of the Trade of the Eaſt- 
Indye Company. 


x Kings moſt Excellent Maieſtie, gratiouſly taking into His 


Pꝛintelp conſideration the great honour His Maieſtie and His Royall 

Me \ Pꝛogenitours and this whole Kingdome haue foꝛ diuers years recet- 
D ued by the erection of the Company of Merchants of London, trading 
'Þ into the Eaſt Indies, being intozpoꝛated by His deare Siſter the late 
Queene Elizabeth, and the ſaid incoꝛpoꝛation confirmed by His late deare 

father King lames of famous memozy, whereby the native Commodt- 
ties of this Kingdome are expoꝛted. and trade andtommerte matntai- 
ned with the remoteſt Eſtates and Countries, the Kingdome furnt- 
ſhed with rich and neceſſary commodities at cheaper pꝛizes thenin foz- 
mer times, His Maieſties renenne increaſed in his tuſtomes and Sub- 
lidies, the number of great and leruiteable Ships much multiplied, and many of His Maicſttes 
Subiects ot all trades ſet to woꝛke and imployed in manufactures wꝛought thereof, anda Staple 
of thole Indian commodities ſetled in this Kingdome, and from hence to the further increaſe of 
Trade andimployment of Shipping tranſpoꝛted in other foꝛreigne parts: And His Maieſty be- 
ing now infoꝛmed, as well bythe Gouernour and others imployed in pꝛintipall places of truſt foz 
the (aid Company, as by the Farmers of His Maieſties great Cuſtomes, That many abuſes are 
lately crept into the ſaid Trade by the pꝛactiſe of Officers, Seruants and others imployed by the 
ſaid Company and their Confederates, in ayming at their owne pꝛofits, by dꝛiuing a ſecret vn⸗ 
derhand Trade, whereby the ſaid Companies generall affaires are of late much declined and de- 
cayed, and the aduenturers therein much diſcouraged, and that the lame is induced by the ſaid 
ſecret and vnderhand Trade aboard the Shippes both outward bound to the Eaſt Indies, in the 
Ealt Indie, and homeward, laden from thence foꝛ the ſaid Company inthe Narrow Seas and 
other places vpon the Confines of this Kingdome, either after the ſaid Ships outwards bound 
are diſcharged out of the Harbours of this Kinadoine, o2 befoꝛe the ſaid Shippes homeward 
bound can come into any Harbour oꝛ other place neere any of His Maieſties Cuſtome houſes, 
where the particular goods freighted and laden in the ſaid Shippes map be entred, and the Cu- 
ſtomes and Duties payed, whereby His Maieſty is defrauded of his Cuſtomes and Sublidies, the 


ſaid Company of their freight and goods, and whereby the ſaid Trade is diſparaged and bꝛought 


to diſreputation, and the Aduenturers therein diſcouraged: All which His Maieſty conceiueth to 
be offences tending to the diſhonour of Himſlelfe and this His Kingdome, the diminution of His 
Reuenue, and to the ouerthꝛow of ſo famous a Trade andeminent aCompany,and to deſerne ſe⸗ 
uere Cenſure and exemplary puniſhment. 

And His Mateſtie not intending to ſuffer oꝛ paſſe by ſuch abuſes, being ofſo dangerous conſe- 
quence.doth hereby ſtraightly charge and command, vpon paine of incurring His Highneſle dil⸗ 
pleaſure, and to be puniſhed as contemnersof His Maieſties Royall Pzoclamation, that no par- 
ticular manofthe laid Company noꝛ any of their officers oꝛ Seruants, oꝛ any other, which now 
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are, oꝛ hereafter (hall bee imploped in any of their Shippes, trading into any of the laid Eaſictip 
parts, oꝛ any other perſon oz perſons whatſoeuer, (hall from Hencefozth dine any vnderhand 
Trade, as ato:cſaid, either to, in, o from the Indies afozeſaid, but luch as (hall be licenſed by the 
laid Company, as by their Acts and Oꝛders in that behalfe grounded vpon their Letters Pat- 
tents is allowable,and ſuch goods and commodities as (hall be ſo impoꝛted, not to bee diſpoſed of 
vntil the laid Company ſhall haue recctued an accompt and giuen allowance therof,and vntil that 
their Ships (hall haue arriued at, oꝛ in the Poꝛt of London within this Kingdome ; noꝛ that any 
perſon oꝛ perſons whatſocuer vpon the paine afozeſatd, (hall pꝛeſume to buy, contract, bargaine 
02 barter foꝛ, oꝛ reteiue oꝛ take any of the goods, wares oz Merchandizes, which ſhall be laden 
aboard any ofthe (aid Ships, ſo homeward bound, as afozeſaid, vntill ſuch Ship oz Ships lo 
homeward bound as akoꝛelaid, in, oꝛ out of which ſuch goods, warcs o2 Merchandtzes ſhall be ſo 
bought, ſold, deliuered, contracted oz bartred foz, be firſt bought into the ſaid Pozt of London, 
aud there by the allowance of the ſaid Company be duely entred, and the goods thereout dilchar 
ged, noꝛ (hall nine any aſſiſtance, helpe oz encouragement fo2the vnlading of any ſuch goods at 
any other plate, oꝛ in any other manner, no2 (hall otherwiſe offend in any thing, contrary to the 
true meaning of theſe Pꝛeſents. And His Maieſtie being lo ſenſible of the inconnentences that at- 
tend vpon the ſaid abules befoꝛe mentioned, and intending to haue an abſolute refozmation therc- 
of, doth therefoꝛe hereby ſtratghtly charge and command all Admirals, Gite⸗Admirals and other 
<Dificers of the Adnuraltp, and ſuch as haue Admirall Jurildiction; And all Maioꝛs, Hoꝛtreiues, 
Sheriffes, Bayliffes, Cuſtomers, Comptrollers, Searchers, and all other His Dfficers whom 
it may tonterne, that they and euery ok them becarefull to pꝛeuent the ſaid offentes and to enquire 
of ſuch as ſhall offend therein, and to returne their names to the Loꝛds of His Mateſties moſt 
Honourable Pꝛiuy Counſell,and to giue true and timelp intellfgencethereofto the Gouernour of 
the Company foz the time being, that ſuch courſe may be taken foꝛ the pꝛeuention of ſuch abules, 
and foꝛ the leuere puniſhment of all ſuch, who ſhall pꝛeſume to tontemne oꝛ neglett this Pur Roy- 
al Commandement, either in the Court of Star⸗chamber, o: other wile, as (all be thought fit. 
And il it ſhall at any time hereafter be diſconered aud made to appeare, that any of His Mateſttes 
ſaid Officers haue beene Actoꝛs in thele abules,02 any ofthem, oꝛ haue conntued at the offences of 
others, oꝛ haue beene negligent in the execution ofthis His Command and Royall Pleaſure; His 
Maieſtie doth hereby declare, that He will not onely extend the paine of his heauy diſpleaſure vp. 
on them, andcauſe them to be puniſhed ſeuerely, as afozcſaid, but will alſo hold them vnwoꝛthy 
to ſerue his Maieſtie in any of thole places of truſt concerning His Reuenue. 


Giuen at Our Court at Whitehall, the fifteenth day of February, in the third 
yeere of Our Raigne of Great Brittaine, France, and Ireland. 


God ſaue the King. 
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